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▪ According to the World Health 

Organization, one in 10 people in the world 

becomes ill after eating contaminated food, 

causing about 420,000 deaths every year.

▪ 40% of children under five bear the burden 

of foodborne diseases, and 125,000 children 

die annually.

Food poisoning reported cases in 

the GCC countries - 2022
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Gulf cooperation in the field of agriculture and food safety

In 2022, GCC Member States’ data on food 

poisoning shows a large variation. Saudi 

Arabia reported 2,557 cases of food 

poisoning, followed by the Emirates with 

2,081 cases, and the Sultanate of Oman 

reported the lowest (64 cases). The 

variation may also be explained by different 

cases of food poisoning included in the 

figure.

*UAE and Kuwait cases of food poisoning and salmonella, Saudi Arabia salmonella, Oman about food poisoning, Qatar reported 
bacterial food poisoning, Bahrain No data available.

• World Health Organization (WHO)
• UAE Ministry of Health 
• Saudi Arabia General Authority for Statistics
• Oman Ministry of Health 
• Qatar Planning and Statistics Authority 
• Kuwait Data Central Administration of Statistics
• GCC secretariate
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